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Plugging  and  Sealing  a  Well 

An  improperly  abandoned  well  can  be  a  serious  risk  to  public  health  and  safety  and  the 
natural  environment.  Someone  could  fall  into  it  or  contaminants  such  as  bacteria  and 
fertilizers  could  move  from  the  well  into  groundwater  and  nearby  drinking  water  sources. 
Ontario's  Wells  regulation  (O.  Reg.  903)  outlines  minimum  requirements  for  when  to 
abandon  a  well  and  how  to  properly  plug  and  seal  it.  The  requirements  are  designed  to 
reduce  the  risk  of  physical  hazards  and  protect  groundwater.  By  taking  a  few 
precautions,  well  owners  can  reduce  financial  liabilities  while  making  a  wise  investment 
for  the  future. 

When  to  Abandon  a  Water  Supply  Well 

A  well  owner  must  immediately  abandon  (plug  and  seal)  a  well  if  it  is  not  being  used  or 
maintained  for  future  use  as  a  well,  or  if  steps  are  not  taken  to  address  the  following: 

•  well  water  that  is  mineralized  e.g.  salty  water  or  sulphate  rich  water 

•  well  water  that  is  not  potable 

•  a  well  that  contains  natural  gas  or  other  gas 

•  a  well  that  allows  natural  gas,  contaminants  or  other  materials  to  move  into  any 
surface  or  ground  water  and  potentially  impair  water  quality. 

Terms  such  as  "mineralized",  "not  potable"  and  "natural  gas  or  other  gas"  are  defined  in 
the  technical  bulletin  called  Wells  Regulation  -  Well  Abandonment:  When  to  Plug  and 
Seal  a  Well. 

A  well  owner  must  immediately  abandon  a  new  well  if  it  is  not  built  according  to  the 
Wells  regulation  requirements  and  the  steps  taken  by  the  well  owner  to  rectify  the 
situation  fail. 

Rules  are  also  in  place  to  immediately  abandon  a  new  well  if  it  is  dry  or  not  finished. 
There  are  exemptions  to  the  requirements  to  abandon  a  well  for  certain  types  of  wells  or 
in  certain  situations. 

To  learn  about  the  measures  or  steps  for  abandoning  a  well  and  the  various  exemptions 
see  the  technical  bulletin  called  Wells  Regulation  -  Well  Abandonment:  When  to  Plug 
and  Seal  a  Well. 

How  to  Abandon  a  Well 

The  Wells  regulation  allows  residential  well  owners  to  abandon  their  own  wells. 
However,  the  equipment,  materials  and  expertise  needed  generally  exceed  the  abilities 
and  resources  of  the  average  well  owner.  It  is  recommended  that  well  owners  hire  a 
licensed  well  contractor  to  abandon  the  well. 
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To  properly  abandon  an  existing  water  supply  well,  the  well  owner  must  ensure  the 
person  who  does  the  work  follows  the  nine  steps  in  the  Wells  regulation.  For  a  typical 
residential  well,  the  well  owner  must  also  complete  and  send  a  well  record  to  the 
Ministry  of  the  Environment  as  required  by  the  regulation. 

The  technical  bulletin  called  Wells  Regulation  -  Well  Abandonment:  How  to  Plug  and 
Seal  a  Well  provides  details  and  diagrams  on  the  rules  for  abandoning  a  well  and 
completing  a  well  record. 

Learn  more 

Further  detail  on  managing  wells  is  available  from: 

•  Technical  Bulletin:  Wells  Regulation  -  Well  Abandonment:  When  to  Plug  and 
Seal  a  Well 

•  Technical  Bulletin:  Wells  Regulation  -  Well  Abandonment:  How  to  Plug  and  Seal 
a  Well 

•  Water  Supply  Wells  -  Reguirements  and  Best  Management  Practices 

•  Wells  regulation 

•  Ontario  Water  Resources  Act 

Contact  us 

Public  Information  Centre  (PIC) 
Ministry  of  the  Environment 
Tel:  1-800-565-4923  or  416-325-4000 
E-mail:  picemail.moe@ontario.ca 


Notice:  This  fact  sheet  is  being  provided  for  information  purposes  only  and  is  not  intended,  nor 
should  it  be  construed  as  providing  legal  advice  in  any  circumstances.  The  applicable 
legislation  including  the  Ontario  Water  Resources  Act  and  Regulation  903,  as  amended  and 
made  under  that  Act,  should  be  consulted.   Legislation  and  regulations  change  from  time  to  time 
so  it  is  essential  that  the  most  current  versions  be  used. 
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